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The	  no'ons	  of	  the	  library	  as	  a	  community	  space	  and	  as	  a	  
learning	  space	  are	  sympathe'c,	  and	  design	  considera'ons	  
for	  one	  can	  complement	  the	  other.	  So	  let’s	  look	  at	  the	  
library	  through	  the	  lens	  of	  new	  opportuni'es	  and	  imagine	  
what	  it	  could	  be.	  	  



The	  Learning	  Commons	  libera'ons	  the	  
explora'on	  of	  ideas	  and	  concepts,	  
encouraging	  inquiry,	  imagina'on,	  
discovery	  and	  crea'vity	  through	  the	  
connec'on	  of	  learners	  to	  informa'on,	  
to	  each	  other	  and	  to	  communi'es	  
around	  the	  world.	  	  

???	  



The	  New	  Learner	  
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What	  do	  	  
you	  

	  think?	  



Employability	  Skills	  2000+	  

Fundamental	  Skills	  
	  
Communicate	  
	  

Manage	  InformaIon	  
	  

Use	  Numbers	  
	  

Think	  and	  Solve	  Problems	  
	  

Personal	  Management	  Skills	  
	  
Demonstrate	  PosiIve	  AOtudes	  
and	  Behaviours	  
	  	  
Be	  Responsible	  
	  

Be	  	  Adaptable	  
	  

Learn	  ConInuously	  
	  

Work	  Safely	  

Teamwork	  Skills	  
	  
Work	  With	  Others	  
	  

ParIcipate	  in	  
Projects	  and	  Tasks	  
	  
	  

h6p://www.conferenceboard.ca/topics/educaIon/learning-‐tools/employability-‐skills.aspx	  	  



Loertscher’s	  Cornerstones	  of	  the	  School	  Library	  Program	  



What	  is	  a	  Library	  Learning	  Commons?	  

A	  learning	  commons	  is	  a	  whole	  school	  approach	  to	  building	  a	  par'cipatory	  
learning	  community.	  The	  library	  learning	  commons	  is	  the	  physical	  and	  virtual	  
collabora've	  learning	  hub	  of	  the	  school.	  It	  is	  designed	  to	  engineer	  and	  drive	  
future-‐oriented	  learning	  and	  teaching	  throughout	  the	  en're	  school.	  Inquiry,	  
project/problem-‐based	  learning	  experiences	  are	  designed	  	  
as	  catalysts	  for	  intellectual	  engagement	  with	  informa'on,	  	  
ideas,	  thinking,	  and	  dialogue.	  Reading	  thrives,	  learning	  	  
literacies	  and	  technology	  competencies	  evolve,	  and	  cri'cal	  	  
thinking,	  crea'vity,	  innova'on	  and	  playing	  to	  learn	  are	  	  
nourished.	  Everyone	  is	  a	  learner;	  everyone	  is	  a	  teacher	  	  
working	  collabora'vely	  toward	  excellence.	  	  

Canadian	  Library	  AssociaIon	  (2014).	  Leading	  Learning:	  Standards	  of	  Prac8ce	  for	  School	  
Library	  Learning	  Commons	  in	  Canada.	  	  



What	  is	  a	  Library	  Learning	  Commons?	  
"  Whole	  school	  approach	  	  

"  Par'cipatory	  learning	  community	  

"  Physical	  and	  virtual	  collabora've	  learning	  	  

"  Drives	  future-‐oriented	  learning	  and	  teaching	  	  

"  Inquiry,	  project/problem-‐based	  learning:	  
"  Reading	  	  
"  Learning	  literacies	  
"  Technology	  competencies	  	  
"  Cri'cal	  thinking	  	  
"  Crea'vity	  
"  Innova'on	  	  
"  Playing	  to	  learn	  	  	  

"  Everyone	  is	  a	  learner,	  everyone	  is	  a	  teacher	  	  

"  Working	  collabora'vely	  toward	  excellence	  	  





Learning	  
To	  

Learn	  

Seeing	  everyone	  as	  a	  learner	  is	  at	  the	  crux	  of	  the	  Learning	  Commons.	  	  



Within	  a	  Learning	  Commons,	  new	  
rela'onships	  are	  formed	  between	  
learners,	  new	  technologies	  are	  
realized	  and	  u'lized,	  and	  both	  
students	  and	  educators	  prepare	  
for	  the	  future	  as	  they	  learn	  new	  
ways	  to	  learn.	  

Collabora'on	  

Co-‐Learning	  

Community	  

Crea'vity	  


