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PHYSICAL SPACE

A Learning Commons becomes the physical
and virtual catalyst where inquiry,
imagination, discovery, and creativity come
alive and become central to growth —
personal, academic, social and cultural.

Together for Learning (2010)
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the messy business of learning that
takes place within its walls.
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Virtual Library Space
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...the messy business of learning that takes place in
collaborative online spaces AND everywhere else.
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PHYSICAL SPACE

Collections
Organized
Learning Supports
Good Signage » Reading Engagement
» Inquiry & Research
Easy to Access » Information Literacy Useful

» Information Ethics

. User-Friendly
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Empowering
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One Place to Look
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Library Websites: School and Central Board
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School Library Websites
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available from EBSCO or Gale Cengage)
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Central Board Library Websites
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Central Board Library Websites
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So what’s the problem?

Extensive informal exploration of school and school library websites in
Ontario revealed that:

 Many (most) school libraries have no web presence, especially elementary
 Where sites exist, they often have minimal content

* Lack of attention to design factors renders many websites difficult to use

* No visible links to online resource collections

e Central school district library websites only exist in a few instances

* Schools frequently not connected to central site

ACHIEVING
INFORMATION
LITERACY

e Little imagination has been used in many cases to scaffold
access to online resource collections for learning success.

Standards set in 2003 not robust enough in defining
technology needs for today’s school libraries. m

Infrastructure & Program JCASL




Learning from Our Library Colleagues

The library has to be somewhere and everywhere.

We need to be better when users are in the
virtual library space than when they cross the
threshold of our physical library space.

Joseph Janes

Dean, The Information School
University of Washington

OCULA Spotlight Speaker, Super Conference 2008
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Welcome to the Virtual Library Virtual Library

Welcome to the Virtual
Library

The WRDSB Virtual Library connects you to a wealth of information.
From encyclopedias, ebooks and audio books to newspapers,
magazines and scholarly journals, this collection has it all. Resources
are organized by appeal to elementary and secondary students, and
to connect teachers to a full range of professional resources. Elementary Resources

About the Virtual Library

Secondary Reference
o

\a) Virtual Library

Elementary Secondary Secondary Secondary

Resources Reference One-Stop by Subject Learning Commons Find Books Virtual Library eVideo Staff Resources

Profession

Secondary One-Stop
Research

Secondary Primary Source Professional Research

eCollections Materials Resources Helpers Secondary One-stop

Delve more deeply into your topic with these comprehensive databases.
Access magazine articles, popular and professional journals, and newspaper articles and
peer-reviewed academic journals.

CPLQ.

< Canadian
Periodicals

Canadian & International Canada’s provinces, peopie
Canadian & international content. and perspectives.
content
User-friendly search interface.

Virtual Library:
Database Access

~Geéneral

= Academic

; Reference : Academic-—’\‘ y <
° OnefFile - Center -
A Gold ASAP
Academic & professional Popular journais & magazines. Comprehensive journal &
sources. NEwSpapers sources.

Extensive backfiles to 1980.

Global Issusts ‘
= in Context

Current & historical perspectives
on global issues. Look at both sides of current,
contraversial Issues.




The Problem: Secondary Libraries

v’ Sixteen teacher-librarians working in isolation
at sixteen schools

v" Duplication
v Need to be able to collaborate

v’ Varying levels of comfort, time and ability to
support library web presence

v Want common research guide, based on
resources developed over past few years




The Problem: Elementary Libraries

v’ Six teacher-librarians working centrally,
supporting 102 schools

v" Still have mandate to support instructional role
of libraries and support teachers

v’ Need common resources

v Need to be able to collaborate

v Varying levels of comfort, time and ability to
support library web presence




The Problem: Need One Place to Look

v Instructional Resources
v’ Procedures & Policy

v’ Library Catalogue

v’ Virtual Library

v’ Central Libraries

v’ Promotion & Marketing




Large-scale collaboration:
Elementary & Secondary Teacher-Librarians
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Book Trailers

What is that book about? Discover the latest and greatest books in your
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Topics and Sub-Topics

Redistie Fietion Tides Horror/Supernaturd

Bite of the Mongo Mariat Kamara Breathe Cliff McNish ¥ Selecting a topic and deciding on the focus of your research is key. Use the organizers
Black and White Eric Walters Eighth Grode Bi fes Heather Brewer provided to help you develop your topic and sub-topics.
Dicmonds in the Shadow Coroline B. Cooney Deadisa Stateof Mind  Marlene Perez
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uou S Missing Margaret Peterson Hadd x The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan discover more layers to your topic.
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| Disreputable History Uglies Scott Westerfield
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Virtual Library

Leamning Commons  Find Books.

Usage Stats ==

Secondary One-Stop

Delve more deeply into your topic with these comprehensive databases.
Access magazine articles, popular and professional journals, and newspaper articles and
peer-reviewed academic journals.

VirtualLibrary ~ eVideo  Staff Resources
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Learning Commons Find Books Virtual Library eVideo Staff Resources
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User-friendly search Intertace.
The WRDSB Virtual Library connects you to a wealth of information.

From encyclopedias, ebooks and audio books to newspapers,

magazines and scholarly journals, this collection has it all. Resources

are organized by appeal to elementary and secondary students, and

to connect teachers to a full range of professional resources.
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GROWING SUCCESS

ASSESSMENT, EVALUATION,
AND REPORTING
IN ONTARIO SCHOOLS.
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Waterloo
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