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Doug Johnson

If you want well and appropriately 
used educational technology in 
your school, turn its planning and 
implementation over to your 
library media specialists because 
they have…



1. A healthy attitude toward technology.

Not just HOW,
but WHY!



2. Good teaching skills.

Guided Inquiry: Learning in the 21st Century
C. Kuhlthau, A. Caspari, L. Maniotes

Understanding and empathetic 
when technologically related 
stress occurs in the classroom.



Well-designed 
inquiry &
research

project Technology
Tools

3. An understanding of the use of technology in the
information literacy process and its use in fostering
higher level thinking skills. 



4. Experience as skill integrators and collaborators. 

How do you think we can have 
students collaborate online, 
using technology to build 
understanding of this concept?



5. Been models for the successful use of technology.

Long history of offering resources & services online.



6. Providing in-building support.

In the library, lab or classroom

Flexible schedule

Tech questions, instructional application

Staff development leadership



7. A whole school view.

All subjects, 
all curricula

Cross-curricular,
integrated approach

Works with most 
teachers & students



8. Concerns about the safe and ethical use of technology. 



1. A healthy attitude toward technology.

The Learning Commons can build on 
the entertainment value that students 
find in social media to further learning 
opportunities for critical and creative 
thought. p. 12



2. Good teaching skills.

In the Learning Commons, the teacher-librarian 
designs multiple literacy experiences with 
teaching partners. p. 18

An effective Learning Commons 
will accommodate all learners 
and address multiple learning 
styles and learning levels.

p. 12



3. An understanding of the use of technology in the
information literacy process and its use in fostering
higher level thinking skills. 

Effective application of an inquiry 
model can transform novice learners 
into interdependent and independent 
learners, confident of their 
information power. p. 25



4. Experience as skill integrators and collaborators. 

Technology-enabled learning partnerships foster the 
mutual exploration of ideas, and lead to innovation and 
creativity. Both parallel the social ways by which today’s 
students are naturally choosing to learn and network.

p. 11



5. Been models for the successful use of technology.

The Learning Commons’ 
information-rich and media- 
savvy environments facilitate 
learning to learn. p. 27

Technology and media are 
an intrinsic, integrated and 
seamless part of learning. 

p. 39



6. Providing in-building support.

Remember that equitable access to qualified library 
staff – not as pre-scheduled set periods but on an as- 
needed basis during and outside the school day – is just 
as important as access to resources. p. 10



7. A whole school view.

In embracing the Learning 
Commons, a school library plays a 
pivotal role. It is already 
established as a physical and 
virtual cross-curricular space. A 
school library already has a multi- 
grade focus and a mandate to 
support the needs of all learners. 
It can model and facilitate the 
enriched learning opportunities 
inherent in the Learning 
Commons. p. 9



8. Concerns about the safe and ethical use of technology. 

Issues such as plagiarism, privacy and copyright require 
surprisingly complex and deep understanding, as do bias, 
stereotyping and gender. A successful Learning Commons 
promotes values such as intellectual curiosity, respect, 
responsibility and initiative – all essential to personal and 
social growth. 

p. 32



Your reasons why to turn tech over to librarians?

Presentation: Anita Brooks Kirkland, Consultant, ITS, K-12 Libraries, Waterloo Region DSB

Images used under license from iStock Photo: http://www.istockphoto.com

http://www.istockphoto.com

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19

